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other).  Such groups are called "birth cohorts*" The diseases
among individuals in one birth cohort followed throughout their
lifetimes may be different from those in another, implying
differences in exposures to factors causing disease.

Complete carcinogen: An agent that can act as both initiator and
promoter.

Comutagen: A nonmutagenic substance that enhances the activity of
a mutagen or imparts mutagenic activity to another nonmutagenic
substance.

Contaminant:  A substance that is present in foods or feed but is
not intentionally added.

Delaney Clause:  Legislation passed by the U.S. Congress in 1958 that
forbids the addition to food any additives shown to be carcinogenic
in any species of animal or in humans.

Diet:  The total composition of ingested food, including nutrients,
naturally occurring contaminants, and additives.

Dietary factors:  Substances that are present in or characteristics

that are associated with the diet; for example, the amount of total
fat, dietary fiber, the ratio of saturated versus unsaturated fat,
and the method of cooking.

Environment:  Anything external to humans, i*e., lifestyle factors and
anything to which humans are exposed, including all forms of radia-
tion and substances eaten, drunk, and inhaled.  See lifestyle factors.

Epidemiology:  The study of the distribution of diseases and their
determinants in human populations*

Epigenetic: As used in reference to cancer, an effect that does not
directly involve a change in the sequence of bases in DNA.

Dietary fiber:  Generic name for plant materials that are resistant
to the action of normal digestive enzymes.

Food additive: Any substance that is added to food, either directly
or indirectly.

Food disappearance data or per capita intake.  Crude estimates of food or
nutrients available for consumption by a specified population; based
on food production, imports, exports, etc. They do not reflect the
amount consumed since approximately 20% of the food is probably dis-
carded, wasted, or spoiled.  In the absence of data on actual food
consumption, however, it may be the closest approximation of the per
capita dietary intake of that population.